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Background

Biology: Sharks and rays are chondrichthyan fishes. They differ from
the Osteichthyes or bony fish as they possess a skeleton made of cartilage (similar
to human noses and ears) instead of a bony skeleton such as tuna or mackerel.

Diet: Sharks are carnivorous; they eat fish (including other sharks) and larger
animals such as seals. Several sharks feed on plankton or krill.

Characteristics: Slow growth rate, low maturation, low fecundity (reproductive
rate), long gestation period, long life spans

Why are sharks important?

Most shark species are at the top of the marine food chain.

They keep populations of other fish in check and healthy, which helps to stabilise
marine ecosystems.

Sharks tend to eat efficiently by going after the old, sick or slower fish within the
population they prey on.

Sharks are considered a “keystone” species; if they are absent, the marine
ecosystem loses its balance.

Global shark tourism generates revenue of around US$314 million annually and is
expected to keep growing to a potential $780 million annually over the next 20
years.

What is their status globally?



Shark Fact Sheet

2

Species: 1,041 known species of sharks, skates and rays

Current protected species under the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) are basking, whale and great
white shark, 7 species of rays, and all saw fishes in the Family Prastidae.

From 14 September 2014, CITES has adopted new controls for international trade
in specimens of additional five shark species and all manta ray species. These
species, including their meat, gills and fins, will need to be accompanied by permits
and certificates confirming that they have been harvested sustainably and legally.

The protected species are:

oceanic whitetip shark (Carcharhinus longimanus),

scalloped hammerhead shark (Sphyrna lewini),

great hammerhead shark (Sphyrna mokarran),

smooth hammerhead shark (Sphyrna zygaena),

porbeagle shark (Lamna nasus)

manta rays (Manta spp.)

Threats:

Sharks are sought for fins, meat, leather, liver oil and cartilage.

It is estimated that at least 1.4 million tonnes, or 100 million shark individuals
are killed per year.

Shark fins are the most valuable of shark products and are used to make shark
fin soup, a traditional Chinese delicacy served in festive celebrations, dinner
functions and wedding banquets.

Targeted capture for fins and indirect capture (bycatch) leads to overfishing of
sharks.

The high demand for shark fin is currently the main driver of unsustainable
fishing for sharks globally.
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Research found that the number of tiger, bull, dusky, smooth and scalloped
hammerhead sharks have collapsed by 95-99% off the US east coast since
1970. The demand for shark fin in Asia was identified as a major factor.

In Malaysia, shark fins are gradually introduced to new market segments and
not limited to the Chinese population.

Global Movement:
Due to awareness activities by organisations like Wild Aid, Discovery Chanel,
Shark Savers, Shark Stewards, Shark Trust, there has been significant global
changes in shark fisheries & shark trade.
For example: All shark fishing, sale and trade in shark products was banned in
the Bahamas
A total of 16 countries have a shark fin trade ban, while 31 countries have a
finning ban, meaning sharks must be landed with the fins (either attached or
not).

What is their status in Malaysia?

Species:

At least 63 species of sharks are found, placing Malaysia in the 4th position in
Southeast Asian Region after Indonesia (111 spp.), the Philippines (94 spp.) and
Thailand (64 spp.).

At least 84 species of rays are found, placing Malaysia is in 2nd position after
Indonesia (106 spp.).

Most sharks and rays prefer continental/insular shelves as their habitats.

Trade:

Malaysia is ranked 9th  in the world’s  top 20 shark catchers from 2000 to 2010

9th largest shark producer from 2000 to 2011
(average 23 412 tonnes/year, 3% of total world capture)

10th largest exporter of shark fin from 2000 to 2011
(average 238 tonnes/year, 1% of total world export volume)
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3rd largest importer of shark fin from 2000 to 2011
(average 1 172 tonnes/year, 7% of total world import volume)
Shark fin imports has increased from 233MT in 1976 to 3,489MT in 2011. On
average, 84% of the imports were consumed in Malaysia.
Volume of the imported shark-fin consumption increased 54% per annum, from
2004 – 2011.
Between 2004 - 2011, about 1,384MT per annum, on average, of the imported
shark-fin was consumed in the Malaysian market.

Malaysia: Shark Fin Exports, Imports and Balance of Trade, 1977 - 2011
(MT)

Source: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) on fisheries
and aquaculture
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Balance of Trade of Shark-Fin Products in Malaysia, 2004 - 2011
Source: Estimated by WWF-Malaysia Marine Programme using trade statistics from
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) on fisheries and
aquaculture

Consumption:
84%  of  this  imported  shark  fins  were  consumed  domestically.  Between
2004 and 2011,  an average of  1,384 metric  tonnes of  imported shark fins
were consumed annually in Malaysia.  In the past ten years, the volume of
shark fin consumption has increased by an average of 54% per year. 2004
was a significant year, as we increased our fin consumption from 38 to 366
metric tonnes in just 1 year, and we have increased steadily our fin import.
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Consumers: Shark fin soup consumers are most likely to be of Chinese
ethnicity (76%)
Trend: Shark fin soup consumption decreased in the past 6 months (44%
decline) and 56% expect to decrease consumption in the coming 12
months
Reason for decline: Driven by shark protection gaining more public
concern (85%), environmental concerns (65%) and a change in dining
culture (55%)
Occasion: Shark fin soup is strongly tied to gatherings/celebration such
as weddings (85%)
According to 2015 WWF survey, respondents said the drive to change
one’s behaviour on shark consumption has to come from within (‘my
own decision’ 32%) but Social Media (30%) and Environmental
NGOs (10%) do have influence.

Legislation:

The whale shark and 7 other species from the Family Pristidae (sawfishes) are
listed as endangered species under the regulation and management of Fisheries
Act 1985.

The regulations stipulate that no person shall fish or disturb, harass, catch, kill,
possess, sell, buy, export or transport any endangered species of fish including
their parts except with the written permission from the Director General of
Fisheries Malaysia.

In 2015, Department of Fisheries introduced a “Fins Naturally Attached” rule to
Fishing License, to curb shark finning practices in Malaysian waters

Management:

The Malaysia National Plan of Action for Sharks Plan 2 was launched in 2014 to
conserve and manage sharks.
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MY FIN MY LIFE CAMPAIGN 2016

Campaign Objectives

1. To sensitize 20,000 restaurants to phase-out shark-fin soup from menu.

2. To engage 1,000,000 Malaysians to support the call for ‘no shark-fin soup’.

3. To commit 500 businesses to remove shark-fin soup from menu or dining.

Theory of Change

WWF is adopting the market transformation approach with businesses to influence
market behavior. No other organization in Malaysia is currently involved in the business
transformation and this could be the added value we contribute to the campaign.

Key Messages
 Sustaining sharks will sustain oceans and seafood.

a.      Sharks help maintain the health of coral reefs and protect vital sea habitats.

b.     Cutting short sharks’ existence will cut short our own supply of seafood and food
security.

c.     Thus,  the  decline  of  sharks  will  also  affect  human  survival  in  the  long  run
because seafood is one of Malaysian’s main protein sources.

All parties including consumers, businesses and government should work together to
minimize threat of human impacts on sharks and marine ecosystems.

Tagline

#myfinmylife   #

Campaign Partners:

Malaysian Nature Society Selangor Branch, Reef Check Malaysia, Sabah Shark
Protection Association, Shark Savers and Scuba Schools International
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WWF-Malaysia’s Commitment

1. Sabah Shark Protection Association (SSPA)

Sabah Shark Protection (SSPA) was formed in 2012 and was formerly known as
the Sabah Shark Alliance before it was formally registered as an association
under the Registrar of Society in 2015.  SSPA is made up of like-minded
organisations - Malaysian Nature Society, Marine Conservation Society, TRAAC,
Scuba Junkie, Scuba Zoo, WWF-Malaysia and more recently include Natural
Justice, LEAP, and Shark Steward. SSPA works to champion the protection of
endangered sharks and rays in Sabah under three pillars of work, i) Shark habitat
protection through existing MPA and new MPAs, ii) Strengthening of law and
governance to protect endangered shark and rays in Sabah and Malaysia, and iii)
Continued awareness raising among the public especially the consumers, and
engagement of business and industry to reduce consumption of shark fin and
reduce pressure to sharks in the wild.

2. Semporna activities

WWF-Malaysia is working with stakeholders under the leadership of the State
Town and Regional Planning Department (TRPD) to put in place an integrated
Marine Spatial Plan (MSP). The Semporna MSP will integrate protection of
ecologically and biologically significant area into the development plan and
ensure compatibility of spatial and resource uses within the Semporna District. It
is envisaged that the marine spatial planning for Semporna will enable protection
of endangered shark species in the area which heavily depends on healthy
ecosystems, which will sustain a lucrative diving industry.

3. Marine Protected Areas

WWF-Malaysia is working at the northern region of Sabah, to support the State
Government of Sabah in the gazettement and establishment of the proposed Tun
Mustapha Park (TMP). Once legally gazetted, TMP will be the largest Marine
Protected Area (MPA) in Malaysia at almost 1 million hectares. WWF-Malaysia is
supporting Sabah Parks to build stakeholder support for the proposed Park, and
develop a management plan and zoning plan. WWF-Malaysia is also working
directly with communities within and around the proposed TMP to build capacity
for collaborative management of TMP. TMP is envisioned to be able to provide
protection for endangered species including sharks, and empower the
communities to sustain the resources upon which they depend.
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4. Market Transformation for Sustainable Seafood

WWF-Malaysia is engaging with hotels, restaurants, suppliers and retailers to
create a sustainable supply chain for seafood. We partner with Marine
Stewardship Council and Aquaculture Stewardship Council to promote certified
seafood products in Malaysia, while in parallel working with local producers and
suppliers to improve sustainability of local seafood. Sharks are featured in the
“Red-Avoid” list of our Sustainable Seafood Guide and this is the messaging to be
shared with our seafood business, so they will commit to removing shark fin and
shark products from menus.
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